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By Martha Mills

RegionalHistory

When the new West Sacra-

mento Community Center 

opens this fall it will also open 

a new window to the history 

and the diverse cultures of this 

rapidly developing area. West 

Sacramento Historical Society 

(WSHS) members Thom Lewis 

and Jim Brewer are 

designing the 209 

square-foot delta 

shaped exhibit space 

called the History 

Gallery. Lewis, who 

created interpretive 

exhibits for the Cali-

fornia Water Depart-

ment, constructed 

a scale model of the 

exhibit space to plan 

for displays of the 

society’s collection. 

It will feature enlarged photos 

and narrative text on 10-foot 

high panels. Secure display 

cases will house selected 

artifacts. Brewer, owner of a 

local web hosting and software 

development company, is 

working on interactive tech-

nology to engage gallery 

visitors. 

The gallery will house 

a permanent exhibit as well 

as flexible space for rotating 

exhibits. Each exhibit will 

embody the theme “Our 

Journey” to reflect the varied 

experiences of the people who 

have called this area their 

home.

Located near the front 

entrance of the Community 

Center, the galley is situated 

to attract seniors visiting the 

nearby senior lounge, children 

enrolled in the child devel-

opment center, members of 

the general public attending 

community events in the multi-

purpose classrooms or the new 

black box theatre, and children 

on field trips from area schools. 

WSHS’ strategic plan 

includes working with staff 

of the new Arthur F. Turner 

Library to expand the historic 

reference collection and 

collaborating with faculty 

at the neighboring Los Rios 

Community College Campus 

Center to provide opportunities 

for more in-depth study. WSHS 

has small displays located in 

businesses, schools, and public 

facilities throughout the city.

Historical society members 

are raising funds now to help 

cover the estimated $40,000 

SenseofPlace
fabrication cost for Phase I of 

the history gallery exhibit to 

be completed by opening day. 

Contributions are welcome, 

and should be addressed to the 

West Sacramento Historical 

Society.

West Sacramento’s History Gallery

(above) West Sacramento 
Historical Society members Jim 
Brewer, left, and Thom Lewis, 
right, point out important 
elements in the exhibit model.

The West Sacramento 

Community Center 

located at the corner 

of West Capital and 

Merkley Avenues will 

open in September.
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(below) Gallery blueprint inside 
the Community Center.


