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My great-great grandparents (Marston) came to Cacheville, now Yolo in northern Yolo County
around 1851 with their final resting place at Marys Cemetery in Yolo.  My grandparents coming
to Bryte in the early 1920s.  On the other side my father came with his parents to Broderick
around 1936.  I grew up in the “new” subdivision of Elkhorn Village, between the two little
communities, arriving there in 1950 at four years old.  My first four years were spent in Bryte on
Hobson Ave.  The house was so small it was completely destroyed after getting hit by a car
years after we left.  For a short period of time my playground was the entire Rivers area, the
entire Senior Center, Las Casitas and Elkhorn School areas and all the way south to now
Andrews St.  Back then there was a path from Douglas Drive to Broderick.  No Casselman,
Beardslee or Reuter.  They came around 1953.  Douglas ended at Andrews St.  Lighthouse
Drive was a county road  between the two communities, but wasn’t much wider than a bike trail.
The only inhabitants then were blue-belly lizards and spiders, and an occasional transient.   I
just had to stay away from the river and the borrow pits and I could go wherever I wanted.  My
home was a few houses from the corner of Fremont and Douglas Drive (PLEASE NOTE:  It was
DRIVE then). 

 My interest in the area’s history rose dramatically about the time my father died in 2002.  I was
spending a lot of time with my dogs in the area of the old Riverview Yacht Club across the levee
from the rivers.  I wondered whatever happened to the place?  A search of the Sacramento
Archives and I was off and running.  

Although I joined the WSHS around 1993, either I wasn’t that interested or felt the resources out
there were too difficult to get to regarding getting serious about history in Broderick or Bryte.   In
2005 the WSHS opened the Museum and Visitor Center in Broderick.  From the first day of
opening it has been a treasure trove of history.  

One of the first people I met was Lou Mariani.  He was a close friend of my father in elementary
school, but we never met previously.  He donated the original picture of the entire 1931
Washington Elementary School student body at 3rd and C St in Broderick.  I heard several
stories from Lou about the 30’s through 50’s in the Broderick and Bryte area.  He was a
Broderick boy dating a Bryte girl. My parents being the same and often double dating in my
dad’s old Model A that burned more oil than gas.  My mother was born in Bryte at Carrie &
Myrtle St. in 1926.  My dad moved into his brand new house built by his dad near the corner of
Alvin & Andrew Street after leaving the Colorado mines around 1936.  At the time it was the last
house on the street with only farmland from there to Bryte.  

Through family friends and people I met through the WSHS I have stories from dozens of “old
time” residents of the entire East Yolo area. What I’m attempting here is to share some if these
stories and add photos to them.  At the same time I plan to describe more in detail some of the
Newsledgers  “Pages From The Past. “ Many of my stories are made possible from the
“writings” of two community icons.  Dave Pool and Ray Fisher wrote history articles for the East
Yolo record and later the Newsledger in the 1950’s through 1970’s.  Two articles most
prominent in my mind are the DiRisso home at 5th and F St. and the Japanese ballpark at Riske
Lane written by Pool and Fischer respectively.   Other live interviews with many notables from
the Broderick, Bryte, West Sacramento area added to the “new” resources  to get a more
complete picture.    Too many to name here, but as I tell their stories we’ll read more about the
authors.



THE BALLPARK

The Japanese ballpark at Riske Lane was used exclusively by the Japanese in the mid 1920’s
and  local teams in later days.  Below are articles about the presence of the ballpark and some
pictures showing the location.  Not much history has been located.  I made a few calls and
searched  the Internet, but no good leads.  Just the articles from Pool and Fisher.  Marino
Pierucci and Raul DeAnda remember seeing it as children and Ken Collins in Bryte said his dad
played there (see Fisher article below). The pictures below can get close, but we still don’t have
a picture of the park.  Fishers article describes it as being modeled after Moreing Field which
became Edmonds Field at Riverside and Broadway across the river.  Through other photos of
the area I concluded the ballpark was gone around 1930.

Prior to the creation of the Garden Street Gateway exit into West Sacramento and Raley Field,
the Riske Lane exit off of old Hwy 40 was the home to a baseball park modeled after the old
Edmonds Field on Riverside Blvd in Sacramento (Target Store).   Unfortunately, not enough
information was known to the exact location therefore was not mentioned in any historical
studies of the area.  Since then the Newsledgers  “Pages From The Past”  describes a baseball
game held in 1925 drawing 2500 spectators.  Local Japanese from the Sacramento area played
a team of Japanese college all-stars.   Not much information has been found except for the
articles in the Newsledger.     It was just recently I discovered Fishers article giving the location
of the ballpark being Riske Lane.

West Capitol Ave ca 1935 looking east.  Building on right of road is Capitol Tires
warehouse located where the Roadway inn is now.   Straight ahead underpass 
before Welcome Grove Trailer Park . The location of the ballpark was  to the right
of the warehouse (behind).   Picture below shows what appears to be a grandstand behind the
warehouse.



Closeup of tire shop at Riske Lane and West Capitol.  Structure in rear appears to be the 
grandstand at the ballpark.    The underpass then was located east of Welcome Grove
about 5th Street. and West Capitol.






